
Residents’ Spring Newsletter | April 2019 

Also in this spring issue: 

 Festive Fund Raising 

 Christmas Spirit at NET 

 The Workhouse Project 

 Residents work for the community  

 Farewell Rose Makings... 

NE T Celebrates  25 Years 
Residents, staff  and committee members 

join in a reunion to celebrate  twenty five 

years of  NET Newark Emmaus Trust 

helping the young homeless. 

On 2 February this year as part of NET’s celebrations 

for our twenty fifth anniversary we held a reunion at 

Newark Town Hall who kindly allowed us to host the 

event there.  It was lovely to see old and new faces and 

catch up with everyone’s news and reminisce about 

their time at NET. 

 There was plenty of food and drink to keep 

everyone in the party mood as well as a ceilidh in which 

everyone enjoyed taking part.  We also had a fabulous 

cake made for us which was officially cut by Project 

Manager Rose and ex resident Eryk (pictured) who left 

us in 2016 and is now in his final year at the University 

of Derby.   
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Festive 

Fundraising 

with the 

Magical 

Christmas 

Tree Tour 

Christmas came early for Newark 

Emmaus Trust in the form of “The 

Magical Christmas Tree Tour” — a 

festively themed fundraiser held on 

behalf of NET  

 Pete Morton, Emily Sanders and Chris Parkinson 

performed a selection of Christmas songs with a 

comical twist to a packed North Muskham Hall. Our 

residents helped decorate and prepare our raffle 

prizes with Becca and Kirk helping out on the night to 

welcome our guests, manage the refreshments and 

stalls and get involved in the dance and sing-a-long 

action. Those who attended will be sure to remember 

the hilarity of our performance of The Twelve Days of 

Christmas where upon Kirk mounted the back of 

performer Chris on every mention of a partridge in a 

pear tree! The evening was a great opportunity for 

members of the local community to spend time with 

our young people and 

share a mince pie fueled 

evening together full of 

singing, jokes and of 

course, lots of laughter! 

 We are extremely 

grateful for the 

overwhelming kindness 

and generosity shown to 

the Trust on the night 

and together we raised a 

grand total of £555   
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Residents at NET 

get into the 

Christmas Spirit 

Our Parenting Group enjoyed a number of 

festive activities over the course of 

December, beginning with a Christmas 

themed Party for our Project’s babies  

and toddlers.  

 One of our expecting Daddy’s very kindly dressed up as 

Santa surprising the children with a visit from Father 

Christmas delivering gifts and a chuckle of “Ho, ho, ho’s” 

much to the excitement and astonishment of our 

youngsters. We played a number of games; pin the 

presents on Santa, pass the parcel and several rounds of 

musical statues. In the days that followed we busied 

ourselves making hand and foot print greetings cards, 

Christmas stockings and baubles to help spread festive 

cheer around the Project and for parents to have 

personalised mementos to take home and keep.  

 Much in the tradition of all good Christmases- NET 

spent the festive season in a haze of good company and 

delicious food. Residents woke to bacon butties and 

milkshakes on Christmas Eve morning with a screening of 

Elf the movie in the evening viewed alongside a buffet of 

donated pizzas and cakes. We settled down to bed that 

night our bellies full cradling homemade hot chocolate 

served with sprinkles and generous dollops of  

whipped cream! 

 Christmas dinner was served in our newly refurbished 

communal kitchen at Currie Road where staff and 

residents shared a turkey dinner together complete with all 

the trimmings and a host of tasty desserts and treats. The 

day was spent enjoying each other’s company along with 

some Christmas Day TV, films and silly games. Those in the 

project for New Year’s Eve spent the evening with Carl and 

Rob playing Cards against Humanity much to the 

amusement of our residents, followed the next day with a 

New Year’s Day dinner made using donations from 

Bakkavor, Tesco’s and members of the public. Thank you! 
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As alluded to in our previous newsletter, 

we can now update that we have 

successfully finished the making of  our 

documentary film created in partnership 

with Southwell Workhouse and Arts Doc 

as part of  our ongoing Women and Power 

Community Project.   
 Having participated in our “Steps of The Suffrage” 

residential trip to London in September, Emma and Charlie 

continued their journey into understanding women’s rights 

and experiences, with a number of workshop based activities 

at Southwell Workhouse. In October we were given a 

guided tour of the workhouse, gaining a unique insight into 

the role it played, how this evolved over time and the ways 

in which it provided shelter to those in need until the 1980’s. 

We learned about the experiences of young families who 

were housed there; listening to testimonies from people who 

grew up as children in the Workhouse and the ways in 

which they lived and were separated from their family 

members. From this we drew comparisons with the support 

and services since offered by Newark Emmaus Trust, and 

considered the role of social welfare and housing. Alarmed 

by the stories of family life at the Workhouse, Emma chose 

to choreograph and perform a contemporary dance which 

Women and Power 
Understanding the Workhouse and the role it played 

explored themes of poverty, 

parenthood, family and loss, 

as NET’s contribution to a 

larger documentary linked 

to the Suffrage funded by 

the National Trust. 

 Over the course of the 

next couple of months, 

Emma and Charlie worked 

with Ben to put together an 

experimental film which 

was filmed at the 

Workhouse. Working with Ben we were able to gain 

increased understanding of the documentary making process 

and were taught about a technique called solarisation where 

film is exposed to light creating unique distortions and 

fogging of the tape. Ben used this to great effect in the 

production of our dance sequence which added to the feeling 

of the film being part of a nightmare/dream. The film we 

made fuses audio samples of 

spoken word with an 

experimental electronic 

dance soundtrack which 

gave the piece a story 

telling narrative.  

 We are very excited to 

share with you this piece of 

work which will be 

screened and celebrated 

later this year at the 

Workhouse, to conclude 

our Women and  

Power Project. 

 In the next newsletter, 

hear about our trip to 

Birmingham Arts Museum 

and work with Natalie 

Jones, a community artist, 

where we will be designing 

and creating an art 

installation which embodies 

the themes of our Women 

and Power Project, which 

will be available to visitors 

at the Workhouse. Watch 

this space. 
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Local artist James Mayle 

worked with a number of our 

residents, alongside 

Nottinghamshire County 

Council’s Youth service and 

children from Bishop 

Alexander Primary School, 

to give the underpass a fun 

and vibrant new lease of life.  

 The first day was spent 

readying the tunnel with a 

fresh lick of paint. Residents 

donned their protective 

clothing and got busy with 

brushes and rollers to 

decorate the tunnel all 

shades of brilliant blue. Our 

residents spoke with 

members of the local 

community about the project 

as they passed by and with 

NET Residents  
Get Stuck in to 
Transform  
Underpass 
November saw a number of our young people get 

involved with a four day arts community project, 

which sought to transform the unsightly Hatchet’s 

Lane Underpass, into a colourful underwater scene. 

In recent times the passageway has been subject to 

repeated anti-social graffiti so was identified as a 

target area for the Newark and Sherwood District 

Council’s Cleaner, Safer, Greener Campaign.  

Council representatives who 

came to visit in the afternoon.   

The following day our NET 

volunteers turned their 

creative hands to urban 

aerosol art with help from 

graphics expert James. 

Residents loved the freedom 

to explore their artistic talents 

in a way that helped leave a 

positive mark on their local 

community and try out new 

skills. Contributions included 

a sunken pirate ship, a playful 

seal and a mischievous 

looking hammerhead shark! 

 Whilst some chose to 

paint, others instead 

volunteered their time to help 

the NSDC clear up and tidy 

the surrounding area - edging 

out grassy embankments, 

sweeping paths and cutting 

back trees and hedgerows.  

 Our residents  also helped 

support younger children from 

a local primary school to paint 

their own underwater 

creatures, buddying up to 

work in small groups to assist 

the pupils in holding their 

cans, choosing colours and 

accessing out of reach areas. 

Pupils and residents got on 

really well and shared in each 

other’s enthusiasm and 

excitement for the project; 

working together to turn paper 

designs into a graffiti reality. 

 It was great to have 

individuals from all parts of 

the community come together 

to work collaboratively for a 

good cause and to build 

positive links with people in 

the locality. 

 We look forward to 
working with James again in 
the future. Please go down to 
Hatchet’s Lane to check out 
all our hard work — hopefully 
it will bring you as much joy 
as we had creating it!  
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Here at NET we will soon be bidding a 
fond farewell to Rose Makings our long 
serving Project Manager. 

 Rose retires as Project Manager of NET on 23 April 

after twenty-five years of devoted service. She has been 
involved with the Trust from our earliest days of 
providing homes and support 
for homeless young people in 
Newark.  
 Before joining NET Rose 
had worked for the Youth 
Service and knew that, 
“homeless residents needed 
more than just a roof over 
their head.” With this vision 
NET has continued to provide 
homes, training and project 
worker support for over 700 
young people since she started 
in 1994. Our successful local 
charity has grown from just 
six residents and currently 
houses 36 young people 
including 11 mums and  
their babies.  
 Rose’s colleague John 
Hudson who has worked with 
Rose for over twenty years 
told us here at NET News: “I came to join Newark 
Emmaus Trust back in 1996 after working with Rose in 
the Youth Service for many years and being impressed 
with the work she did in that sector and by her 
commitment to young people” 

Thank 
You 

Rose 

 Whilst it has been a challenge to fund the project in 
recent years Rose has developed great knowledge and skills 
as a fundraiser. In addition to local support she has secured 
funds from many sources including Children in Need and 
the National Lottery. 
 Rose says, “I have met and supported some wonderful 
young people and have many fond and funny memories. It 

has been a privilege to play a 
small part in helping so many 
of them move out of 
homelessness and achieve 
their dreams and aspirations.” 
 One of Rose’s proudest 
achievements has been the 
opening of a training centre 
which gives the young people 
structured vocational and 
academic courses in a purpose 
built space to learn skills and 
enjoy activities together. 
Recently this was renovated 
and was reopened as the NET 
Hub on our 25 Anniversary 
by the Bishop of Southwell 
who is a NET patron. Look 
out for more details in our 
next issue. 
 Right now Rose is 
working hand in hand with 

Nikki Burley who will shortly take on her role. In the mean 
time she is looking forward to retirement, spending more 
time with family and friends, pursuing hobbies and 
travelling with her husband but says “I will always keep a 
space in my heart for young people and the work of NET.”  

Rose pictured with Aiden (right) and  Keiron, two of our residents  

“I have been Rose’s Deputy for over 
20 years and she is still as passionate 
today about young people as she was 
back in 1996 when I started. She will 
be greatly missed by the staff  and 
young people alike”    

 John Hudson (Deputy Manager) 

https://webmail.uwclub.net/

